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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor  _____ 


unfolding  events  of  His  last 
days.  Nathaniel  is  deeply 
concerned  whether  it  is  he 
who  will  betray  Jesus.  Judas 
is  characteristically  sarcastic 
and  self-centered.  Peter,  of 
course,  is  his  usual  impulsive 
self.  The  other  disciples  are 
equally  unsettled. 

In  case  you  missed  them. 


they  were  all  in  Gulfport  last 
week.  They  show  up  regularly 
every  couple  of  years  at  Grace 
Memorial  Church  for  The 
Living  Last  Supper,  a  stun¬ 
ningly  accurate  visual  portray- 
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tihinks 


merica  has  undergone  many  radi- 
/\  cal  changes  since  die  installment 
i.  Jkof  Barack  Obama  to  the  presidency 
of  die  United  States  —  and  that's  just  in 
die  first  three  months  of  his  administra¬ 
tion.  Perhaps  some  of  die  changes  have 
beat  good  tea*  die  country,  pethaps  not. 
Americans  seem  to  be  divided  on  that 
question  (Evangelical  Christians  less  so). 

One  of  die  most  unsettling  and  down¬ 
right  bizarre  changes  the  new  President 
is  seeking  is  the  overturning  of 
the  so-called  conscience  rights 
of  medical  professionals  to 
decline  to  be  involved  in  any 
irocedure  or  regimen  that 


t  foe  the  Southern  Baptist 

Ethics  &  Religious  ?  liberty 

Commission  in  Nashville,  told 

Physician  by  to 

take  another  human  fife  by  abor¬ 
tion,  euthanasia,  or  at  any  time  in 
between  is  *  violation  of  every¬ 
thing  sacred  in  medicine.  Medicine 


Mitchell  told  Baptist  Press.  "They 
are  professionals  whose  con¬ 
sciences  have  been  unfettered  since 
the  Hippocratic  Oath  of  more  than 
2,000  years  ago. 

"If  the  Obama  administration 


s  of 

their  consciences  without  destroying 
die  profession,  they  are  grievously 
mistaken." 

Therein  lies  the  practical  danger 
of  the  move  to  take  away  these  con¬ 
science  rights.  The  best  and  bright¬ 
est  students  who  have  a  conscience 
will  be  forced  to  find  another 
career  field.  They  simply  won't 
want  to  be  doctors  if  they  are  com- 


lete  lack  of  conscience 
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Warren  seemingly  backtracks  on  past  support  for  Prop  8 


NASHVILLE  Term.  (BP)  - 
Rick  Warren  pastor  of 
Saddleback  O  arch  in  Lake 
Forest,  Ca.,  has  t«n  accused  in 
Intranet  reports  of  backing  off 
on  his  support  for  last  tail's 
California  marriage  amend¬ 
ment  which  was  passed  by  the 
state's  voters  and  states  that 
marriage  can  only  be  between 
one  man  and  one  woman  . 

One  report  published  April  8, 
declared  Warren  apologized  to 
homosexual  fe  nd*;  for  ms  sup¬ 
ports*  the  amendment  popular-  Wanen 

ly  known  as  Prop  %  arid  said  he 
now  dams  he  never  endorsed 
the  ballot  measure,  when  m  fact  he  did,  mb 

During  an  April  6  interview  on  CNN’s  tio: 
Larry  King  Live  talk  show,  Warren  said,  am 
"During  the  whole  Proposition  8  thing,  1  Ucl 
never  once  went  to  a  meeting,  never 
once  issued  a  statement,  never  —  never  his 
once  even  gave  an  endorsement  in  the  ref 
two  years  Prop  8  was  going." 

One  of  Warren’s  critics,  however;  pro-  ap< 
duced  a  transcript  of  remarks  they  say  suj 
Warren  made  to  his  congregation  two  weeks  in 
before  die  vote  on  Prop  8.  That  transcript  ho 
quotes  Warren  as  saying,  "Now  Set  me  say  suj 


about  marriage,  you  need  to  sup-  "There  were  a  number  of  things  that 
port  Proposition  8. 1  never  support  were  put  out.  I  wrote  to  all  my  gay 
a  candidate,  but  on  moral  issues  I  friends  —  the  leaders  that  I  knew  -r-y  and 
come  out  very  clear/'  actually  apologized  to  them,"  Warren 

Warren  also  told  King  he  was  not  said.  "I  was  asked  a  question  that  made 
"an  anti-gay  or  anti-gay  marriage  it  sound  like  I  equated  gay  marriage 
activist."  When  Kiraz  then  asked  with  pedophilia  or  incest,  which  1 
whether  that  meant  Warren  would  absolutely  do  not  believe,  and  I  actually 
not  criticize  or  comment  on  the  announced  that.  All  of  the  criticism  came 
recent  Iowa  court  decision  to  permit  from  people  that  didn’t  know  me." 
homosexual  marriage,  Warren  said.  Baptist  Press  submitted  the  following 
"That’s  not  even  my  agenda."  questions  to  Warren’s  public  relations 

One  Warren  crihc  said  that  firm  but  had  not  received  a  response  by 
amounted  to  Warren  "abdicating  publication  deadline: 
his  biblical  role  as  pastor."  •  Ride  Warren  said  to  Larry  King 

Tfie  articles  critical  of  Warren  "There  were  a  number  of  things  that 
failed  to  mention  that  later  in  the  were  put  out.  I  wrote  to  all  my  gay 
v  he  told  King  he  drew  a  distune-  friends  —  the  leaders  that  l  knew  —  and 
tween  endorsing  the  marriage  actually  apologized  to  them."  What 
ient  to  his  congregation  and  pub-  specifically  was  it  that  was  "put  out"? 
ipaigning  for  the  ballot  initiative.  What  was  he  apologia  ;ng  for? 

King  asked  if  Warren  encouraged  •  Rick  Warren  said  to  Larry  King 
legation  to  vote  for  Prop  8,  Warren  "During  the  whole  Proposition  8  thing,  l 
"Yes.  1  just  never  campaigned."  never  once  went  to  a  meeting,  never 
>nding  to  critics’  charges  that  he  once  issued  a  statement,  never  r~r,  never 
:ed  to  homosexual  friends  for  his  once  even  gave  an  endorsement  in  the 
of  the  amendment,  Warren  said  two  years  Prop  8  was  going."  Did  fie 
nterview  that  he  apologised  to  misspeak  about  not  endorsing  Prop  8, 


interview  he  told  King  he  drew  a  distinc¬ 
tion  between  endorsing  the  marriage 
amendment  to  his  congregation  and  pub¬ 
licly  campaigning  for  the  ballot  initiative. 

When  King  asked  if  Warren  encouraged 
his  congregation  to  vote  for  Prop  8,  Warren 
replied,  "Yes.  I  just  never  campaigned." 

Responding  to  critics’  charges  that  he 
apologized  to  homosexual  friends  for  his 
support  of  the  amendment,  Warren  said 


really  dearly:  we  support  Proposition  8  al  activists  saying  he  equate 
md  if  you  believe  what  the  Bible  says  a!  marriage  with  pedophilia 


support  ot  the  amendment,  Warren  said 
in  the- Interview  that  he  apologised  to 

homosexual  acquaintances  because,  his 
support  for  Prop  8  resulted  in  hornnsexu- 
af  activists  saying  he  equated  homosexu¬ 
al  marriage  with  pedophilia  and  incest. 


The  Batost  Rbcxwd 


misspeak  about  not  endorsing  jftpp  8, 

Sven,  the  transcript  of  comments  pub- 
ihed  in  which  be  appears  to  endorse 
Prop  8?  What  was  the  context  in  which 
those  comments  were  made? 


Arm!  16:2009 
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he  told  host  Oprah  Winfrey, 
guest  Michael  J.  Fox,  and  a 
nationwide  audience. 

"Dr.  Qz»"  the  director  of  die 
cardiovascular  institute  at 
Columbia  University  Medical 
Center  told  Winfrey  and  Fox  that 
embryonic  stem  cell  research  is 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


mk!  he  described  in  detail  —  an  Bush  and  other  pro-lifers  those  cells,  get  them  to  go  'Single-digit  years,'  Oz 
alternative  that  researchers  refer  favored  alternatives,  such  as  the  bade  in  time  so  they're  like  repeated.  "So,  in  other  words, 
to  as  induced  phmpotent  stem  iPS  method  championed  by  Oz.  they  were  when  you  were  first  it  could  be  eight,  nine  years... 
cell  research  fiPS)7  which  he  Fox,  in  fact,  during  his  made,  and  then  they  will  start  but  it's  goingtobe  in  our  life- 
thinks  will  produce  cures.  appearance  on  die  show  criti-  to  make  that  dopamine,  and  I  time,  and  that’s  exciting,  I 

Neither  embryonic  stem  cell  azed  the  "eight  years"  where  think  those  cells,  because  they  think,  to  all  of  us  in  medi- 
research  nor  iPS  research  has  "no  forward  progress"  was  won’t  be  as  prone  to  cancer  —  cine." 

produced  any  cures.  Only  iPS  made  butOz,  without  criticiz-  and  because  they’re  your  One  major  form  of  stem 

research,  though,  has  support  ing  Fox,  said  Fat's  best  hope  genes  —  will  be  the  ones  that  cell  research  —  adult  stem 
from  bom  sides  of  die  debate,  for  a  cure  was  not  in  embry-  are  ultimately  used  to  cure  cell  research  —  was  not  dis- 
"The  problem  with  embry-  onic  research.  Parkinson’s,  and  no  one  can  cussed.  Adult  stem  cells  are 

onie  stem  cells  is  that  embry-  "In  the  last  year,  we've  tell  how  fast  we  can  do  this  found  throughout  the 
onic  stem  cells  come  from  made  10  years  of  advance-  but  I’ve  talked  to  a  lot  of  human  body  and  pose  no 
embryos  —  like  all  of  us  were  ment"  [in  iPS  -esearch],  Oz  experts  in  this  field,  and  I  ethical  concerns, 

made  from  embryos  —  and  said.  "Think  about  that.  We  think  we’re  single-digit  years  Human  trials  using  adult 

those  cells  can  become  any  cell  went  places  we  never  thought  away  from  making  a  big  stem  ceils  have  produced 
in  the  body "  Oz  said  on  the  we  would  go.  impact  in  lives  of  Parkinson  s  therapies  for  at  least  73  ail- 

show,  which  was  first  broad-  "Here's  wh4!  the  deal  is,"  disease  [patients]  but  also  dia-  ments  in  human  beings, 
cast  March  31,  "but  it’s  very  he  said,  describing  the  iPS  betics,  heart  attack  victims."  according  to  Do  No  Harm,  a 

hard  to  control  them,  and  so  procedure  to  Fo.c,  "lean  take  a  "Single  digits .  away?"  coalition  promoting  ethics 
they  can  become  cancer."  little  bit' of  your  skin,  take  Oprah  asked.  ,  in  research. 
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of  longer  be  submitted  during  information  for  the  person 
die  annual  meeting.  and  his  or  her  church. 

•  Proposed  resolutions 
in  must  be  accompanied  by  a 

_ _ _  letter  from  a  church  quali- 

Kevin  Smith,  assistant  pro-  fied  to  send  a  messenger  to 
m  of  church  history  at  the  SBC  annual  meeting  cer- 
hem  Seminary  and  pastor  tify ing ‘  that  the  individual 
fatson  Memorial  Church  in  submitting  the  resolution  is 
isviile,  Ky„  a  member  in  good  standing. 

Royce  Sweatman,  director  •  Proposed  resolutions 
lissions  for  North  Arkansas  preferably  should  be  submit- 
xriation  in  Harrison,  Ar.  ted  by  e-mail  or  mailed  to  the 
Don  Wilton,  pastor  of  First  Resolutions  Committee  in 
rch  in  Spartanburg,  S.C.  care  of  the  SBC  Executive 
he  committee's  composi-  Committee.  The  drafts  must 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP  and  •  Jeff  Moore,  senior 
kxal  reports) —Southern  Baptist  First  Church  in  Altus,  < 

Convention  (SBC)  President  •  Shane  Russell  pastor  of 

Johnny  Hunt  has  named  the  Shoal  Creek  Church 
members  of  the  Resolutions  Deatsviile,  AL 
Committee  who  will  serve  dim  •  T 
ing  die  June  23-24  SBC  annual  lessor  of  church  histor 
meeting  in  Louisville,  Ky  Southern  Seminary  Mid  p 

No  Mississippi  Baptists  were  of  Watson  Memonai  Chui 
named  to  the  committee.  Louisville,  Ky. 

Hunt,  pastor  of  the  •  Royce  Sweatman,  dii 

Atlanta-area  First  Church  in  of  missions  for  North  Arfc 
Woodstock,  appointed  the  Association  in  Harrison,  A 
committee  in  keeping  with  •  Don  Wilton,  pastor  of 

the  provision  in  SBC  Bylaw  Church  in  Spartanburg,  Sj 

20  that  its  members  be  The  committee's  com 
named  75  days  prior  to  the  tion,  according  to  Bylai 
start  of  the  annual  meeting.  must  include  at  least 

Hunt  named  Daniel  Akin,  members  who  served  the 
president  of  Southeastern  vious  year,  with  Moore 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  Smith  meeting  this  req 
jas  eommittee  chairman.  The  ment.  Bylaw  20  also  stipt 
other  committee ^  members,  in  thaTlhe  committee  inclu 
alphabetical  order;  are:  least  three  SBC  Exec 

•  Michael  Cloer,  pastor  of  Committee  members. 

En«lewood  Church  in  Rocky  year  they  are  Gilbert,  Lawley,  campus  as  the  new  Baptist  student  union  center  Apr.  u.  ine  nome 

Mmmt,  N.C.  and  Sweatman.  was  built  in  1926  at  die  cost  of  $16,783  and  was  known  as  the  Model 

•  A!  Gilbert,  pastor  of  The  procedure  for  submit-  Home,  housing  the  school’s  Home  Economics  Department. 

Calv-^ry  Church  in  Winston-  ting  resolutions  is  as  follows  _  _ 

Salem,  N.C.  according  to  Bylaw  20:  f  l  jBBWBBBBWIlPr 

•  Jerry  Johnson,  vice  presi-  •  Proposed  resolutions  may  Jimmy  R  Allen,  president  of  the  Radio  and  Television  Commission 

dent  of  academic  development  be  submitted  as  early  as  April  since  19«0,  resigns  to  join  a  group  seeking  to  purchase  the  ACTS  net- 

at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  15  but  no  later  than  15  days  work.  KTVC  trustees  elect  executive  vice-president  Richard  T. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  prior  to  the  SBC  annual  meet-  McCartney  as  interim  chief  executive  officer. 

•  Martha  Lawley,  an  author  ing,  giving  the  Resolutions  anMMBHMs . . _ . . . . — 

and  speaker  and  member  of  Committee  a  two-week  period  “  V  .. 

First  Southern  Church  in  in  which  to  consider  submis-  The  Southern  Baptist  Executive  Committee  elects  W.C.  Fields,  edi- 
Worland  Wy  sibns.  Resolutions  may  no  tor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  as  secretary  of  its  public  relations  service 


All  resolutions  adopted  By  the 
SBC  can  be  searched  and  read  on 
the  Web  at  http://wwwsbc.net/res- 
ol  u  tkmsl AM  KesSearch.  asp. 
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NASHVILLE,  Term.  {BP  and  local 
reports)  Ij^fiMdent  Barack  Obama's  pro¬ 
posal  to 
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Jeople  give 
ive  out  of  guilt, 
as  a  cheerful  giver/'  Peek 
n.  rk^snc  wn’, 


Press, 


-  -  *  ■ 

The  head  of  a 
conservative 
national  organiza¬ 
tion  expressed 
concern  about  the 
Obama  proposals, 
"The  impact  erf 
this  plan  is  to  starve 
churches  and  other 
nonprofits  that  actu¬ 
ally  help  the  poor 
and  replace  mem 


ns. 
and 

_  ■jSiptist^Bi^P 

As  Christians,  we’re  supposed  with  ineffective 
at  cheerful  giver  and  give  from  (and  liberal;  gov- 
our  hearts.  If  that  *  the  case  in  our  emment  pro- 

churches,  then  I  don’t  see  the  giving  to  grams/'  Tony 

churches  going  down."  Perkins,  president 

Under  Obama's  budget  proposal  the  of  the  Family 
tax  deduction  far  those  with  incomes  Research  Council 
ewer  $250,009  would  be  reduced  from  35  wrote  in 


'‘,o  o 

»w  ’-i 


cents  for  each  dollar  donated 
returning  die  rate  to  where  it  was  dur¬ 
ing  the  Reagan  administration.  The  rev¬ 
enue  generated  from  the  reduction 
would  help  fund  die  health-care  over¬ 
haul  the  president  has  promised. 

i  stricken  from  the 
Senate  s  version  Of  the*  budget  but 
could  be  re-inserted  during  Senate- 
iHouse  negotiations.  ”  ‘  -A  *. 

|  Some  conservatives,  including  com¬ 
mentator  Dick  Morris,  have  noted  that 
the  one  or  two  percent  of  Americans 
Iwho  would  be  affected  by  die  reduction 
Ure  the  same  people  who  give  almost 
half  of  all  donations  to  charity, 
i  "Churches  will  be  hit  most  hard," 
•Morris  wrote  in  .a  column.  "They 
account  for  the  largest  share  of  chari¬ 
table  donations,  but  universities,  dis- 
lease  research,  hospitals,  soup 
kitdvens,  and  cultural  institutions  will 
also  Be  hit  hard.  So  will  international 
reHef  efforts  that  funnel  aid  abroad 
through  diurches  or  directly. 

"It  is  totally  dishonest  for  Obama 
to  pretend  that  his  curtailment  of 
these  deductions  won't  hurt  the 
poor,"  Morris  wrote.  "It  will  most 
cHsectly  impact  them  since  most  of 
the  charities  Obama  is  hurting,  focus 
on  helping  the  impoverished. 

Morris  is  probably  best  remem¬ 
bered  as  the  architect  of  many  of  for¬ 
mer  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton's  polit¬ 
ical  and  legislative  victories. 

Obama  has  said  there  is  litde  evi¬ 
dence  to  support  the  fear  that  the  reduc¬ 
tion  would  nave  a  significant  impact  on 
charitable  giving,  but  die  Center  for 
Philanthropy  at  Indiana  University  has 
calculated  that  the  highest-income 
households  would  decrease  their  giving 
by  an  estimated  $3.87  billion. 


Washington  Update 

e-mail  April  2. 

"It’s  an  idea  so 
fundamentally  un- 
American  that 
each  of  us  should 
be  raising  our  yok¬ 
es  in  opposition," 
said  Perkins,  who 
is  no  relation  to 
William  Perkins, 
editor  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 

in  addition  to 
funding  health  care,  Obama  said  the 
reduction  would  help  equalize  the 
tax  break  for  those  donating  to  char¬ 
ity.  "When  I  give  $100,  I’d  get  the 
same  amount  of  deduction  as  when 
some  —  a  bus  driver  who's  making 
$50,000  a  year  or  $40,000  a  year  — 
give  that  same  $100,"  the  president 
said  of  his  proposal. 

Peek  said  churches  that  rely  on  the 
support  of  tithing  believers  should 
not  Tear  the  proposed  policy  because 
such  people  understand  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  stewardship  that  God  owns 
everything  and  they  are  simply  giv¬ 
ing  back  a  portion  —  typically  10% 
—  of  the  money  they've  been  given. 

"When  it  comes  to  actual  gifts  and 
donations,  I  think  people  are  still 
going  to  support  causes  that  they 
believe  in,"  reek  said. 

Obama's  tax  proposal  could  actually 
help  promote  estate  planning,  which 
Peek  said  could  mean  more  church  peo¬ 
ple  will  turn  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foundation  and  state  Baptist  founda¬ 
tions  to  help  them  leave  more  money  to 
Baptist  causes  when  they  die. 

''When  someone  passes  away,  their 
money  goes  into  three  buckets.  It  goes 


into  a  family  bucket,  it  goes  into  a 
charity  bucket  and  then  there's  a  large 
bucket  called  the  government  that  the 
money  goes  into.  Peek  said,  referring 
to  the  estate  tax. 

"With  the  tax  plan  that  Obama  is 
instituting  more  money  is  going  to 
go  into  that  government  bucket,  he 
said.  "The  way  to  avoid  that  is  to  do 
planned  giving  for  your  estate.  What 
would  happen  is  more  money  would 
go  to  charity,  more  money  would  go 
to  your  family,  and  less  money 
would  go  to  the  government. 

"For  toe  wealthy,  it  means  they’re  going 
to  have  to  do  more  estate  planning  so  they 
can  leave  more  money  to  charities.'’ 

Peek  also  said  Cwama’s  proposal  to 
reduce  the  tax  break  for  wealthy 
Americans  probably  won’t  impact 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries  and  colleges 
as  much  as  me  economic  downturn. 

Most  of  those  institutions  have 
endowments  that  help  fund  their 
operations,  he  said,  and  because 
investment  returns  have  been  nega¬ 
tive  since  last  fall,  the  schools  have 
had  to  cut  programs  and  staff. 

"1  think  the  economy  has  affected 
giving  more  than  this  tax  break.  Most 


colleges  and  universities  and  seminar¬ 
ies  and  churches,  especially  the  larger 
ones,  might  get  one  gift  a  year  tor 
over  $100,000,  Peek  said. 

Obama's  tax  proposal,  though, 
surely  will  affect  charitable  giving 
from  those  who  don't  subscribe  to  the 
principle  of  tithing  and  simply  want  a 
tax  break.  Peek  said. 

"I  do  think  it  will  affect  those  peo¬ 
ple,  but  I’m  hoping  in  our  Baptist 
churches  that  the  principles  of  stew¬ 
ardship  are  being  taught  and  that 
most  people  give  because  they  want 
to  freely  give  and  they  understand 
that  God  owns  it  all,"  Peek  said. 

- - 

For  more  information  on  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foundation,  write  to  901 
Commerce  Street,  Suite  600,  Nashville, 
TN  37203.  Telephone:  (615)  254-8823  or 
toll-free  (800)  245-8183.  E-mail.  Web 
site:  wxow.sbfdn.org. 

For  infoirmation  on  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation,  contact  Daniel  Hall, 
executive  director,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3210  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  210.  E-mail:  dhall@mbcb.org. 
Web  site:  wxow.  msbaptistfou  ndation.org. 


NOBTS  prof,  wife  seriously  injured  in  pedestrian /vehicle  accident 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  professor 
Jimmy  Dukes  and  his  wife  Retia  were 
struck  by  a  vehicle  April  4  as  they 
crossed  the  street  from  the  seminary  s 
main  campus  in  New  Orleans  to  the 
school’s  Providence  Guest  House.  Both 
received  multiple  injuries. 

The  Dukeses  were  transported  to 
separate  hospitals  —  he  to  Tulane 
Hospital  and  she  to  University  Hospital. 
He  later  was  moved  to  University 
Hospital  as  well. 

Dukes  received  multiple  fractures 
and  injuries:  two  broken  legs,  a  broken 
arm,  a  cracked  vertebra  and  a  punc¬ 
tured  lung.  Retia  Dukes  experienced 
head  trauma  in  the  accident.  Upon 


arrival  at  the  hospital,  she  underwent 
surgery  for  a  brain  hemorrhage.  She 
remains  in  critical  condition. 

Jimmy  Dukes  has  served  as  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  theological  education /distance 
learning  for  the  Florida  Baptist 
Convention  since  2007.  He  was  with  his 
wife  in  New  Orleans  for  an  NOBTS 
extension  center  directors'  meeting.  He 
has  worked  in  various  roles  at  NOTTS 
since  1980,  joining  the  faculty  in  1984. 

In  an  arrangement  with  the  Florida 
Baptist  Convention,  he  also  serves  as 
associate  dean  of  foe  seminary's  Florida 
extension  centers,  director  of  foe  semi¬ 
nary's  Orlando  hub,  and  professor  of 
New  Testament  and  Greek. 

He  holds  master  of  divinity  and  doc¬ 


tor  of  theology  degrees  from  NOBTS. 

"Dr.  Jimmy  Dukes  is  the  greatest  edu¬ 
cational  visionary  I  have  ever  known,'' 
NOBTS  President  Chuck  Kelley  told  foe 
Baptist  Press.  "He  and  his  wife  Retia 
have  been  valuable  and  important  con¬ 
tributors  to  both  the  mission  of  NOBTS 
and  foe  community  of  NOBTS  families 
for  many  years, 

"We  are  all  asking  God  for  their  full 
recovery,"  Kelley  said. 

The  Dukeses’  two  sons,  Erik  and 
Jason,  arrived  in  New  Orleans  foe  day 
after  foe  accident.  Erik  is  a  family  prac¬ 
titioner  in  Booneville,  Ms.  Jason  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Westpoint  Fellowship  Church  in 
Windermere,  FI. 

The  accident  happened  at  dusk 


Saturday  evening  at  7:35.  A  vehicle  trav¬ 
eling  east  on  Gen  til  ly  Boulevard /Chef 
Menteur  Highway  struck  foe  Dukeses 
as  they  crossed  from  foe  main  campus 
to  foe  seminary's  guest  housing  across 
foe  street. 

NOTTS  campus  police  and  witnesses 
contacted  first  responders  immediately. 
Several  New  Orleans  residents  who 
were  on  foe  seminary  campus  to  vote  in 
an  election  that  evening  stopped  to  offer 
help  as  well. 

the  family  is  posting  updates  on  the 
CaringBridge  website,  updates  are 
found  in  the  journal  section  at 
http:  /  /  www.caringbridge.otg  /  visit  /  ji 
mmyandretiadukes.  The  site  is  free  but 
requires  registration  to  receive  access. 
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1.  The  Awanas  of  Immanuel 
Church,  Columbus,  recent* 
ly  held  a  Crazy  Hat  Night 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

2.  Children  from  First  Church, 
Fopbrvflie,  participated  in 
die  Assodataonal  Drills  at 
Centra!  Church,  McNeil. 
Shown,  front  row,  are 
Jonathon  Lewis,  Camden 
Ray,  and  Canaan  Ray;  back 


3.  Several  students  irom 
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3.  Calvary  Church,  Hattiesburg 


II 


2.  First  Church,  Poplarville 
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4.  Bovina  Church,  Vicksburg 
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Lavon  Combs,  and  pastor 
Matt  Armstrong. 

7.  Choctaw  Association  spon¬ 
sored  a  Children's  Worehip 
Seminar  Mar.  22,  including 
information  deigned  to 
help  volunteers,  pastors, 
ana  others  present  ..chil¬ 
dren's  worship  features. 
Leaders  were  Patsy 
Hawkins,  French  Camp 
Church,  and  Deanie  Graves, 
Ackerman  Church 

8.  Bethel  Church,  Water 

Valley,  is  hosting  a  mission 
conference  Apr.  25,  9  a.m.  - 


aker  and 


Hager  hjelm, 
humorist  and 


music.  Registration,  8-9 
a  m.,  or  call  <662)  675-8508 
or  473-2436.  $10 /individu¬ 
als;  $15/couptes. 

Mt,  Olivet  Church,  Lillian, 
will  host  the  Meyers  Family 
in  concert  Apr.  26,  10:45 
a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  cm 


* 


5.  First  Church,  Holly  Springs 
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6,  Roxie  Church,  Row* 


$ 


aftytolhgbtlt  sleepy.  Rather,  it  is  a  model  of 
immifcrnent  to  a  cause  greater  tharutself. 

■•mg  faithful  to  support 
c>ugh  the  Cooperative 
local  and  asstxiational 
s  its  present  location  for 
i  concent  sanctuary  was 
o  that,  the  older  sanetu- 
K  and  stained  glass  whi¬ 
rl  that  era  are  still  in  use, 
iem,  Taylor  Wallace  pas- 
r  26  years,  from  1962  to 
i,"  said  Cothern,  "but  he 
m  interim  pastor  at  the  church  right  before 
came.  The  church  had  been  working  on  a 


chuidh  to  voteto  build  the  HONORING  COMMITMENTS  —  Richard  Cothern,  pastor  of  Enterprise  Church  in  Clarke 
tokLIhLS inl9%"  County,  helped  lead  the  church  in  being  faithful  to  fulfill  its  obligations  to  the  Cooperative 

Itffcdtiri  the  building  dur*  RtogWtn.' "Jesus  gets  die  glory  far  what  Hes  doing  in  our  church,"  he  said.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martini 

to  the  building  in  Cothern  told  Tumage,  "It's  important  that  that  lightly.  Church  staff  people  wouldn'l 
1999.  The  building  cost  we  help  the  church  understand  that  this  is  want  mat  done  with  their  salaries!  It's  jusl 
___  we  owed  $500,000  on  it."  an  obligation.  It's  not  if  we're  going  to  pay,  not  right  to  treat  the  CP  like  that.  Second, 
rch  had  finanerd  the  project  with  it's  when  we're  going  to  pay.  At  toe  next  either  our  process  of  understanding  the 
sar  balloon  note.  In  the  period  deacons'  meeting,  TVimage  trad  the  deacons  will  of  Goa  together  has  credibility  or  il 
>2001,  any  hinds  received  over  that  the  church  would  not  be  able  to  pay  doesn't.  If  we  vote  on  missions,  we  are  to 
are  placed  on  toe  principal  and  their  Cooperative  Program  gifts  that  month,  ask  that  God's  will  be  done,  and  how  we 
as  paid  off  i>v  toe  eighth  year.  "We  were  so  disappointed,"  Cothern  discover  that  together  is  what  is  important 

vwere  challenges,  however,  noted.  "The  church  is  so  strongly  mission  The  process  can  break  down,  but  if  it  main 
(t  way,  we  weren't  always  able  minded.  It  wasn't  a  bad  choice  we'd  made  —  tains  its  integrity,  then  that  is  the  will  ol 
fra  money  on  the  principal,"  I  just  think  God  was  putting  us  to  the  test."  God  as  we  understand  it  to  be.  So  we  oblig- 
U*m.  "We  had  an  economic  After  a  few  moments  of  quiet,  Cothern  ate  ourselves,  and  not  satisfying  that  is  no! 

in  Clarke  County  —  some  told  the  deacons,  "We  need  to  really  an  option.  I  would  have  felt  lixe  we  were 
$  closed,  and  it  affected  our  make  sure  that  when  our  church  can,  we  not  obeying  the  will  of  God." 
re  had  been  faithful  to  pay  our  need  to  be  committed  to  pay  all  our  mis-  Currently,  toe  church  give  20%  of  its 
Offerings  and  projects,  but  sions  obligations."  undesignated  gifts  to  die  Cooperative 

_ .  _ downturn  came,  it  became  dif-  The  deacons  unuerstood  that  this  was  Program,  in  addition  to  its  other  mission  gifts 

ficUlt.  It  happened  all  at  once,  and  it  not  optional.  "The  figure  we'd  _ 

wasn't  something  we  could  see  coming."  decided  upon  was  like  a  vow,  ’ 

Cothern  had  a  member  of  the  church,  Cothern  continued.  "So  we  ended 

Sonny  Tumage,  who  had  assisted  him  in  up  about  $50,000  behind  in  CP  I 

Jan  unofficial  capacity  with  church  finances  gifts.  When  we  made  the  last  pay-  I 

iand  how  money  was  disbursed.  ment  on  our  building  note,  some-  I  ^ 

"I  remember  when  he  looked  at  me  one  one  asked,  'Are  we  going  to  have  a  I  Growth 

Iday  and  said, 'Wfe  won't  be  able  to  pa v  our  note  burning?'"  1  told  them  no,  |  Ministry  I 

Cooperative  Program  this  month.  At  the  because  we  have  to  pay  our  CP  I  $4,496,016  '' 

time,  toe  church  paid  a  fixed  CP  amount,  obligations,  and  we  aren  t 


Februa 


Special 

Cooperative  Program 
EomoN 


jng  on  the  presetted  budget  income  instead  With  C< 
of  actual  offerings.  that  God  ' 

1  "It  was  a  shock,"  said  Cothern.  "I  look  at  what  hapj 
the  CP  as  an  obligation,  not  just  an  "Celebrari 
expense."  Day"  in 

Being  careful  to  state  dearly  that  God  got  about  $10, 
all  the  glory  for  what  happened,  Cothern  wanted 
continued,  ^Before  we  vote  on  the  budget.  Coopera  ti 


don  t  put  our  missions  line  items  down 
with  other  expenses.  We  vote  together  to 
ask  God  to  show  us  v^hat  His  will  is  We 
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the  mystery  oi  Christ.  We 
need  to  get  ready  and  be  more 
like  what  God 
church  to  be." 

Hie  church  is  I 
hurting  as  Jesus  i 
members  need  to 
their  mission  is  to 


iscmrguide 


holding  on  to 


the  pastor  told  Baptist  Press.  "If 
l  am  going  to  ask  my  church 
members  to  give  10%,  it  would 
be  sort  of  blasphemous  if  the 
church  didn’t,  and  besides... 
why  not  give  to  thousands  of 
missionaries,  rather  than  just 
one  or  two?  It's  just  such  a  great 


"I  believe  a  church  ttiat  is  not 
globally  minded  will  never  be 
locally  effective,  Matthew  28:19- 
20.  If  you  look  at  Jesus'  periscope. 

His  contextual  emphasis,  you 


church  planter  role  but  about  a 
year  later  at  the  dinner  table 
after  prayer  for  the  meal,  his 
gregarious  teenage  daughter 
screamed  at  the  top  of  her  lungs, 
"Daddy,  I  hate  you're  a  pastor" 
"Thai  woke  me  up,"  Van 
Camp  said.  "I  think  it’s  toe  most 
important  thing  as  a  witness  and 
a  pastor  to  care  properly  for 
your  family.  1  Timothy  5:8.  The 
church  Is  important  but  our  fam¬ 
ily  comes  first.  We  pray  togeth¬ 
er...  we  encourage  each  other." 


always  the  best  answer,  a  Sub¬ 
stantial  benevolencfc  ministry 
helps  those  In  crisis. 

'With  the  economy,  mere  s 
not  a  lot  going  on,"  Van  Gamp 
said.  "The  church  worldwide 
is  *  i  a  new  situation.  We  have 
to  help  people  through  th 
finances  and  through  th 
hurts.  The  church  needs 
step  up  significantly  in  that, 
people  are  eyer.  ever,  ever 
going  to  see  Jesus,  it’s  going 
to  be  through  the  church  " 
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10.  First  Church,  Eupora,  children's  choir 


14.  Friendship  Church,  McComb,  deacon  ordination 


Us  Easte. 

aic  uur  paiuupaiua. 

Scotland  Church,  Winona, 

ordained  Bryant  Bell  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Mar.  8  at 
the  request  of  Calvary 
Church,  Durant.  Shown 
are  Paul  Trosper,  Kaley 
Bell,  Anne  Bell  and  Bell. 

The  Women  on  Mission  of 
PhaMi  Church,  Prentiss, 
hosted  a  welcome  home 
reception  Mar.  22  for  IMB 
missionaries  Steve  and 
Svetlana  Parish.  The 
Parishes  serve  in  Tula, 
Russia. 


13.  First  Church,  Eupora,  rec- 
■  ognizes  its  Bible  drill  par- 
ticipants.  The  church  drill 
was  held  Mar.  29. 


14.  Friendship  Church, 
McComb,  held  a  deacon's 
ordination  service  Jan.  18. 
Six  deacons  were  elected, 
and  five  were  newly 
ordained.  Shown,  back 
row,  are  Tommy  Myers, 
Tommy  Carraway,  and 
Kenneth  Willingham; 
middle  row,  Michael 
Carter  Blister  and  James 
H.  Jackson,  Jr.;  back  row, 
Tim  Parker,  Laveme 
Summerlin,  David 

Blailock,  James  Earl 


Church, 


Milhcan 

15.  New  Harmony  Church, 
Philadelphia,  ordained 


12.  The  Parishes 


13.  First  Church,  Eupora,  Bible  drillers 


17.  Linkins  ordination 


The  Baptist  Record 


Bernard  Killen  as  deacons 
Mar.  22.  Shown  are 
Connie  Harthcock, 

Harthcock,  Kevin 

Vaughn,  Killen,  and  Roma 
Killen. 


16.  Lawrence  Masseneill, 


First  Church,  Ripley, 
recently  received  his 
Eagle  Scout  Award  for 
renovating  and  develop¬ 
ing  the  Ray  Dining  Hall 
Dinner  Bell  and  Garden  at 
Blue  Mountain  College. 
Shown  are  Steve  Guyton, 
Michael  &  Lisa 
Massengill,  Rex  Yancey, 
Massengitl,  Bettye 

Coward,  and  Sean  Akins. 


fb.  Massengill,  First  Church,.  Ripley 


Parkway  Church, 

Kosciusko,  ordained 
Bryan  Linkins  as  deacon 
Feb.  22.  Shown  are 
Linkins  and  pastor  Don 
Cook. 


18.  The  music  ministry  of 
First  Church,  Byram,  will 
present  its  2nd  annual 
favorite  anthems  concert 
May  31,  6  p.m.,  featuring 
the  church's  sanctuary 
choir  and  orchestra. 
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15.  New  Harmony  Church,  Philadelphia,  deacon 
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art.  For  information  about 
the  art  major  contact 
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■.{  1.  Pickering,,  S 

?i  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Antonin  Scalia  spoke  to  a 
large  audience  of  students, 
faculty'  staff,  members  of 
the  oar  and  guests  at 
William  Carey  University 
Apt  8.  Shown  are  Charles 
Pickering,  Scalia,  and  presi¬ 
dent  Tommy  King. 

2  Newly  elected  officers  of  the 

Blue  Mountain  College 
2009-2010  Student  Body 
Association:  (front  row) 
Caleb  McLean  of  Selmer, 
Term.,  Ekklesian  Society  rep¬ 
resentative;  Chelsea 

Funderburk  of  Brownsville, 
Tenn.,  vice  president;  Michai 
Roberson  of  Arkabutla, 
president;  and  Kyle  Davis  of 


t.  Pickering,  Scalia,  and  King 


Columbia,  Teem,  secretary- 
treasurer;  {  back  tow)  Kyle 
Rosas  of  Millington,  Tout. 
Berean  Society  representa¬ 
tive;  Chasity  Pnvett  of 
Corindr,  commuter  repre¬ 
sentative;  Rachel  Trest  of 
Hernando,  Baptist  Student 

Ashley  Gardner  of  Tupelo, 
Eunomian  Society  represen¬ 
tative;  Jamie  Coleman  of 
Carrollton,  Kortinonia  rep¬ 
resentative;  Lynae  Palmer 
~  dfFulton,  Euzdian  Society 
representative;  Audrey 
Wilson,  Modenian  Society 
representative;  and  4 

Michael  Bishop  of 
Ackerman,  Ministerial 
Association  representative. 


Artist  Chatham  Meade 
will  open  her  exhibit. 


Ludle  Parkas'  Art  Gallery 
on  the  Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus  of  William  Carey 
University.  The  opening 
reception  is  April  16  from 
5  p.m.  until  5  The 
public  is  invrod  to  die 
exhibit  and  the  reception 
admission  free.  The 
gallery  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday  from  1 
pan.  until  4  p.m.  and  by 
appointment  by  calling 
(601)  318-6528. 

Lambuth  University  histori¬ 
an  Steven  Patterson  will 
return  to  Mississippi 
College  April  16,  to  deliver  a 


lecture  aft  Jus  alma  mates'  in 
Clinton.  Patterson  is  the 
author  of  the  recently  pub¬ 
lished  The  CuK  of  Imperial 
Honor  in  British  India.  He 
will  present  the  R.  Glen 
naves  iawKstip  ui  ontisn 
and  Eu*op*»n  History  at  die 
jean  Pittman  Williams  Recital 
H»1L  Beginning  a:  7  pjrL,  the 
program  in  Avon  Hall  is  free 
and  open  to  the  public. 

>.  William  Carev  Uoivemity 
has  announced  a  new  bach¬ 
elor  of  arts  degree  with  an 
emphasis  in  painting  and 
drawing  as  well  as  an  art 
minor  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  The  Tradition  cam¬ 
pus  in  Biloxi  continues  to 
offer  a  variety  of  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  major  and  minor  in 


fourth  in  the  2009  College 
Table  Tennis  National 
Championships  with  its 
supporters  in  Rochester, 
Minnesota  shouting 
cheers  in  Chinese,  Spanish 
and  English.  Finishing 
fifth:  Stanford  University 
of  Califomia.The  National 
Collegiate  Table  Tennis 
Association’s  three-dav 
tournament  attracted  39 
teams  including  more 
than  250  players  from  the 
U.S.,  Canada  and  Puerto 
Rico.  The  MC  men’s  and 
coed  teams  finished  in 
16th-place,  one  spot 
ahead  of  17th-place 
Michigan  State. 
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ATTEND  THE  2009  BEESON  PASTORS  SCHOOL.  j.U  LY-.-2&-  2  4 
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TOLL  FREE  1  800-231-6035 


Saturday,  May  2,  2009 

WORKSHOPS 

8:00  a  m.  -  3:30  P  M. 


amera 


Hqw Did They- 00  That’ 

How  to  (Set  Started  on  the  Web 
Web  Site  Dp'S. 911  Advanced 
Protection  Systems  f orum 
Creative  Production  Techniques 
The  Ot!H*r  Media 
Sound  Advice  Basic 
Sound  Advice  Advanced 
Lighting  lot  Worship 
Basic  G C9t} )HiC  Resign  for  If-IACs 


\N  MOOISETT 


AWARDS  BANQUET 

Ktrl-n  M  ay  1.  6  00  p  m 

Registration  deadline  is  April  17 


1.  Emmanuel  Church,  Biloxi, 
has  called  J.  Larry  Pittman  as 
pastor.  Shown  are  Pittman 
and  his  wife  Debbie. 

. 

2.  Gracewood  Church, 
Southaven,  has  called  Lot 
Killough  as  minister  of 
music.  He  and  his  wife 
allyson  work  in  the  DeSoto 
County  school  system  and 
are  expecting  their  first 
child  in  August. 


1.  Ebeuczer  Church,  Liberty:  Revival,  May  3-6;  Sun.,  11  a.m.( 
followed  by  lunch;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gerald  Wicker,  Brent 
Parker,  Chins  Teasiey,  and  Joe  J&dbon,  speakers:  Raymond 


3,  Concord  Church,  Booneville:  Revival,  Apr.  19  -  22;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Blue  Mountain  College  students,  speakers. 

4.  Mountain  Creek  Church,  Florence:  Revival  Apr.  19  22;  Sun., 
10.30  am  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon  -  Wed,  7  pm;  Bill  Patterson, 
speaker;  Joe  Wood,  muse. 


and  6  pm;  Jim  Futral,  speaker;  Bobby  Whittington,  music. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP  MINISTRY 

It's  that  time  of  year. 

SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  W  \ 

2009-2010  ACADEMIC  YEAR  WILL  BE  AVAIL*  «  ««oC  % 

ABLE  ON  OUR  WEBSITE.  «  1 


VISIT 

wvnv.msbaptistfoundation.org 

TO  COMPLETE  YOUR  APPLICATION 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship 
Ministry  provides  needs-based  supplemental  financial 

assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or 
a  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  Few  more  information  about  the  MBF  Scholarship  Ministry,  please 
visit  our  website,  www  msba pbstfoundation.org  Scholarship  applications  for  the  2009-2010 
academic  year  are  available  on  our  website.  Completed  applications  must  be  received  in  the 
MBF  office  by  April  30. 
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message,  we  actually  damage 
and  undermine  the  credibility 
of  our  testimony  for  Christ. 

Credibility  from  the 
Scripture  (Acts  2:12-16) 

J8V _ m  8 _ u  In  order  to  have  a  credible 

There  are  no  other  require-  testimony  each  of  us  needs  to 

ments.  We  don't  have  to  be  not  only  live  as  an  authentic 

eloquent  in  speech,  possess  Christian  witness  and  live  a 

__  , _ .  _  _  and  unequaled  knowledge,  have  Spirit-filled  life,  we  also  need 

diligence  in  starring  mastered  all  other  world-  to  rely  on  Scripture.  As 

the  Gospel  is  visibly  views,  possess  great  debating  Christians,  the  Bible  is  our 

‘  "  skills,  know  every  witnessing  text  for  life.  We  should 

presentation  by  heart,  have  unapofogeticaUy  draw  from  it 

read  the  most  recent  books  on  in  dealing  with  every  situa¬ 

tion  in  life. 

When  issuer-  arise  in  wit- 
are  bad  accomplishments,  nessing  for  Christ,  we  should 

actually  good,  always  look  to  and  direct  peo- 

They're  just  not  essential  pie  to  Scripture.  Peter  did  this 

What  is  essential  to  the  in  our  text  when  he  directed 

>  Gospel  makes  us  more  credi-  credibility  of  pur  witness  is  those  who  sneered  and  spoke 

with  what  we  say  we  believe.  ble  sources  of  information  living  a  surrendered  life.  We  against  the  disciples  (Acts 

.  'of  liv-  about  Jesus.  need  to  submit  ourselves  to  2:13)  back  to  Scripture  (Acts 

is  our  Credibility  from  the  Spirit  Christ  and  follow  Him  in  2:16).  We  should  do  the  same. 

...  _ _  willingness  to  obey  Jesus  and  (Acts  2:1-4)  order  to  be  used  by  Him.  The  We  should  always  take  people 

views  of  Jesus  that  verbafly  communicate  the  In  order  to  have  a  credible  depth  of  our  intimacy  in  our  to  Scripture  in  response  to 
by  individuals.  Last  Gospel  to  the  lost.  As  follow-  testimony  each  of  us  needs  to  relationship  with  Jesus  has  their  concerns, 
covered  the  impor-  ers  of  Christ,  we  recognize  not  only  live  as  an  authentic  direct  bearing  on  or  ability  to  So,  how  are  you  doing  in 
evidence  when  we  that  Jesus  is  the  only  means  Christian  witness  but  also  live  be  used  by  God  to  influence  your  witness?  Are  you  credible 

:ed  the  evidence  for  for  forgiveness  of  sin  and  a  Spirit-filled  life.  The  credi-  others  toward  Christ.  When  in  your  standards.  Are  your 

_  e  .t  _ _ _  _ jl _ _ ...stL  _  alwMif  uro  mlu  An  fV»z>  nnwor  thp  i  rwiihlp  in  vnnr  npnpnHpnn1  nn 


Gospel  to  the  world,  us  to  be  and  therefore 
This  is  not  optional,  to  positively  influence 
The  commission  to  with  the  Gospel  messag 
take  the  Gospel  to  To  be  Christ's  witi 
those  living  apart  we  need  the  power  an< 
from  Christ  is  a  com-  enee  of  the  indwelling 
mission  for  all  believ- 
ers  (Matthew  28:18- 
20,  Acts  1:8). 

Our  obedl 


Jesus"  Followers:  True  Witnesses  or 


Story 

is  in  line  with  our  conviction 
ic  that  Christ  is  the  only  means 
•e  of  salvation.  When  we  dear- 

*  ly  sharing  the  Gospel  with  evangelism,  or  be  a  great  con- 
v  p  tne  lost  people  that  we  know,  versationalists.  None  of  these 

her  important  considera-  with  what  we  profess  to  we  indicate  to  them  that  we  ■■■■■■ 
is  the  evidence  surround-  believe.  Before  they  will  con-  truly  believe  what  we  pro-  They're 
he  issue.  A  final  consider-  sider  die  veracity  of  our  fess.  In  essence,  our  unre- 
t  is  the  credibility  of  the  words,  they  want  to  know  that  served  proclamation  of  the 
»le  providing  the  informa-  how  we  are  living  is  in  line  —-u—  «« 

about  the  issue.  ’  „ 

vo  weeks  ago  we  covered  An  essential  asj 
ssue  of  people's  personal  ing  out  of  our  l, 


f  is  Minister  of  Education, 
lurch,  Louisville. 


Explore  the  Bible 

The  Lord  is  at  Work 

Isaiah  45:1-7, 9-13 

Beth  SL  Bowman  _  Acknowledge  th< 


"Pick  tne?  Pick  me!  Pick  me"  I  in  the  first  verse.  God 
hollered  so  loudly  that  the  game  calls  Cyrus  His  "anointed 
show  host  could  not  ignore  my  nM 

insistent  demands.  He  picked 
me.  I  ran  to  the  front  and  had  my 
15  seconds  of  fame  during  the 
reenactment  of  a  late  night  show 
at  Universal  Studios.  It  was 
every  college  student's  dream 
come  true.  Although  I  was  quite 
thrilled  at  being  the  “chosen 
one,"  1  am  quite  certain  the  other 
one  thousand  possible  contes¬ 
tants  around  me  did  not  agree 
with  the  host's  choice.  God  Has  a 
wav  of  choosing  the  right  people 
at  the  right  time  for  life  purpos¬ 
es.  Although  we,  as  believers, 
might  not  always  understand 
His  choice,  we  can  trust  His 
heart  and  His  plans.  Today' s  1 
son  focuses  on  how  God  used 
Cyrus,  a  paean  king  to  accom- 


God.  nal,  he  would  fall  backwards, 

Overeignty  arms  folded  across  his  chest 
-13)  and  fall  into  the  arms  of  die 

summed  it  team  to  be  caught.  Although  I 
en  are  but  participated  many  times  and 
are  broken  was  never  dropped,  each  time 
very  much  would  bring  the  same  fears, 
itua!  con-  "Can  I  trust  them  to  take  care 
tend  with  of  me?"  We  have  the  same 
i  as  for  clay  question  for  our  consistent, 
the  potter,  faithful  true  Father  in  Heaven, 
s  promises  "Can  1  trust  You  to  take  care  of 
ecning  him  me?"  And  the  answer  is  Yes! 
ly  abound  every  time.  He  is  the  Lord  and 
let  us  rest  there  is  no  other. 


century  BC  prophecies  that  Took  He  named  Me.  Regardless  ot 
ahead  to  the  Babvlonian  exile,  how  we  treat  or  acknowledge 
From  the  prophet's  perspective  the  Lord  in  our  lives.  He  knows 
these  prophesies  relate  to  future  our  name  and  can  use  anyone 
events.  Verse  2  tells  us  that  die  He  deems. 

Lord  went  before  Cyrus,  riving  Applaud  the  Lord's  Pow-r 

_ him  entrance  into  aties  that  he  (Isaiah  45:6-7) 

les-  would  conquer.  Although  we  do  There  is  no  God  like 
not  have  die  Israelite  reactions  to  Jehovah!  I  love  that  part  of  the 
God's  use  of  Cyrus,  I  can  imagine  song  we  sane  in  worship  a  cou- 
that  there  were  many  Israelite  pie  of  weeks  ago.  There  is 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


AM  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wfll  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wiB 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
bapttstrecordSmbcb.org 
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ed  to  be  more  intentional  about 
evangelism."^  said  Bnan  King, 

a efv&  as  moderator  for  the 
"They  have  it  in  ~  their  '  Baptist  Resource  Network  of 
m  M  eft  rs-*“»  .  M9T  Philadelphia.  More  than  80 

pastor  of  the  church.  "If  they  members  from  the  African 
have  it  in  their  hands,  they  are  American  church  participated, 
closer  to  having  it  in  their  "GPS  is  piggybacking  ner* 
hearts.  That's  whv  we're  here."  rectly  with  what  our  church  is 
As  part  of  God's  Plan  for  trying  to  do,"  King  said.  It  has 
Sharing  (GPS),  the  new  actually  invigorated  foe 
Southern  Baptist  evangelism  church.  Many  of  them  asked  if 
initiative,  a  number  of  we  could  go  out  next  Saturday. 

Philadelphia-area  churches  Throughout  Philadelphia 

hosted  evangelistic  outreach  more  that  a  dozen  churches, 
efforts  April  4  as  a  means  of  from  Anglo  contemporary  and 
reaching  their  communities  African  American  to  Russian, 
and  exhibiting  the  effective-  Haitian,  and  Vietnamese  core¬ 
ness.  of  certain  outreach  gregations,  had  readied  them- 
media  on  their  communities.  selves  for  the  ‘ 

The  Philadelphia  initiative  Using  Fire 

was  one  of  five  state  roll-outs  rials  printed 
of  the  North  American  side  literature 
Mission  Board  (NAME)  GPS  inviting  peo 
evangelistic  strategy,  which  is  Easter,  dhurc 
now  gathering  steam  after  door-to-door 
being  introduced  at  last  year’s  striking  up  a 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Paired  with  a  dtywide  ad 
annual  meeting  in  campaign  that  included  more 
Indianapolis  by  NAMB  than  70  bus  ads,  mobile  truck  are  noticing  a 
President  Geoff  Hammond.  signs,  radio  commercials,  and  women  in  south 


Haitian  Evangelical 

along  Chelten  Avenue  with  the  who  pastors  RaW  Chimh  and 

Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  i -  *  “  “ 

"They  have  ii  in  their-  Baptist  Resource  Network  of 
hands,”  said  Christian  Cesar,  Philadelphia.  More  than  80 


by  NAM8,  along- 
!  in  other  languages 

rto  church  on 
members  went 
hanging  bags  and 


KNOCKING  ON  DC 
Redistributes  outreach 
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